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226 NIEBUHR'S TRAVELS

fithing is followed with advantage ; and there
a confiderable trade in foreign commodities,
With refpet to religion, the inhabitants g
Lachfa are divided. Thofe living in the towy
are Shiites; but the peafants are, like the Be
douins, Sunnites. Here are allo Jews, and
great many Sabaans, or Chriftians of St John,
This country was once a province of the O
toman empire. The Arabs have long fine
however, fhaken off the Ottoman yoke. Many
Turks, defcended from the ancient Pachas, fil
remain in the province, and enjoy confiderz
eftates, but have no fhare in the government,
The province of Lachfa belongs in fove
ty at prefent to the Schiech of the Arabian
of Beni Kbaled. The reigning Schiech,
1765, was Argr. The tribe of Beni Khaledi
one of the moft powerful in Arabia. Theya
{o far fpread through the defart, as often to har
rafs the caravans pafling between Bagdad
Kaleb. The greater part of Lachfa is inhabi
by Bedouins, and other petty tribes; but the
all acknowledge the dominion of the Schiech of
Beni Khaled.
I could learn nothing concerning the cities if
the interior parts of this province. Lachfa, the
{eat of the reigning Schiech, is probably a large
city, containing confiderable buildings.

€)

IN ARABIA, Fi i

[
n

SECTION XXIL

®F THE PROVINCES OF LACHSA AND NEDSJED,

CHAP I

Of Lachfuy in particular.

Luis country is bounded towards the eaft by
e Perfian Gulph, towards the fouth by Oman,
vard by the province of Nedsjed, and north-
ard by the territories of the wandering Arabs
it the neighbourhoad of Bafra.

It is alfo denominated Hadsfar, and fome-
mes Babbrein. The latter of thefe names, in
propriety, belongs only to the ifland of
Aual, and the fmall ifles depending upon it.

~ Lachfa affords no great variety of produc.
dons. Its affes and camels are efteemed to be
f an excellent breed ; and, of the latter, fome
thoufands are annually fold into Syria. In the
interior parts of this province, the inhabitants
live much upon dates: Upon the coafls, pearl-
fithing

() kol g s8N Analor G &y ol 8 0 15 il DLl 55 50 09 el &y gow 05 50 82,6 35U




128 NIEBUHR’S TRAVELS

Between the territories of the Schiech of L
chfa, and the dominions of the Sovereign of
man, are a numerous tribe, denominated A4/ M
felitm, and poflefling feveral confiderable towl
the names of which are unknown to me.

CHAP. IL.
Of the Province of Nedsjed.

Tris province is of vaft extent. It compy
hends all the interior parts of Arabia, lying®
tween the provinces which I have above brigf
deferibed, and the defart of Syria. The foi
various ; among the hills fertile, and bearing
bundance of fruits, efpecially dates ; but, beif
bounded by arid tralts of country, its rivers
only fhort {treams, which, after pafling throu
the vallies, have their waters abforbed in thef;
dy plains, before they can reach the ocean. Up!
this account, the inhabitants are, in many plg
abliged to dig deep wells; and cultivation
there difficult, or almoft impoflible. i

The Bedouins inhabit a great part of thisp
vince. The remainder is mountainous, fi
cities and villages, and parcelled out among
many petty Sovereigns, that almoft every t
town has its own Schiech. Formerly, whendl

pow

cygll dmals i pellprially ol Slulys 5, a

IN ARABIA, & 12y

Rasif; 2 town of fome magnitude, ftands up.
e coalt, at the diftance of about five Ger-
a miles from the ifle of Bahhrein. The in-
jtants earn their {ubfiftence by the pearl-fith-
s, When any are too poor to fith at their
m ritk and expence, they hire their labour to
anper-adventurers, who refort hither in the
months of the year, the feafon for the
ing. The air of this country is, however,
ed to be very infalutary in fuammer. The
ns of an old Portugucle fortrefs are ftill to be
near this place.
Keueit or Gren, as it is called by the Perfians
d Europeans, is a fea-port town, three days
ey from Zobejer, or old Bafra. The inhabi-
s live by the fithery of pearls and of fifhes.
are faid to employ in this fpecies of naval
fuftry more than eight hundred boats. In
favourable feafon of the year, this town is
almoft defolate, every bedy going out either
he fithing, or upon fome trading adventure.
fn is governed by a particular Sehiech, of the
ibe of Othema, who is a vaffal to the Schiech
achfa, but fometimes afpires at independence.
i fach cafes, when the Schiech of Lachfz ad-
inces with his army, the citizens of Grzn re-

2at, with their effets, into the little ifland of
eludsje. Wear Gran are the remains of ano-
er Portuguefe fortrefs.

Be-

ey
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Y0, H.I.u_;nn no. It(to you,

1 820&¢ Lo the juler om the subjest Of W solloe wt
dikadd _soraing. He exyrvssed oconourn Over Lhe Liwle satter
vhlch Le ouid that he knew nothing sloub. The security orswnd =
Lticn hed ceen ket up by the lote Wler und had Leca put la ue
hoids OF ibdullah Mubarec; the labtier reportcd ab 14t.rvels GChat
VLR ALAEG wes in ondorund ke Led twecn Lis word. e Jid no
U LAt ca cither #f the wuggcstions chub Lol.lsh police ofdlcers
whould e yiven scue rospoasibiiity wad thut Jaldr should .0
Clis huve Soke Creiulng, slthouch he sppeured o Le wader abe
L av.alon thut the two goliow orffioers who <o 11sasn wors iu
deeod] wnd Jerfore pollioe dutlies for the .2easy ‘uurt hed soue
forn Of wukkority in the Juweitl pclice forTve. ile proaised
GG-sver 0 eauadne bhe wiole posicion o I ufd MOC X006 wuy
seiinlbe roply from Bls, snd T 40 BOb Shinc Lhat we Ol exp€ot
-wwlaf HOW uotll after .saadbsn, Thelw Luve WOWever Wwua
16.lusctions 1o the lust twO weess Lhet the pOllcw Lhewsslvew
e¥e ulling Lhelr 600u8 Upe Jone Jleld Securily Guends Gulgik
Fediieaded stealing were parudel yound btie Lo.a With Lhui.
feces Vlucsisued und then walpped.

Ze 1.sbould, ue Ghe Suue L1e, 1lice LU OOUmeDL 08 oh< wbb=
1ty .4 of whie Londoa offiow of the Cid O iy, «3 Mrvuled dn
the Jove belegrua under refereace. The sul vstlon “hub we shoald
“ondcel Wb fuols that the GoIpGnY huVe wny son lilacs, end
should 14v 10 appear au 17 1% 16 H4.Ge wbO uTw bowlng for
Losvviienuts auons L0 ke 40 A Pebher objessionstle,s 50 fur

vd 1 wduw tue proseat josition 18 lergely uus w tae Jusille
sul ley OF The voumny fn Pefusing Lo ebeid Uy EO Lhe ewaltls;
Gl Lo JUTPNr Of he onbIOl Of the fleld Cuards Vee ke
“irvst result of inzurasl -.nxz'da within the owomny fesell,
Latlaz b saelr ohcutaucs & the [law, they mot caly wish
W w9 Wdie LAt Vue for Lhem, Cub ulio o somessl Giw fest
el Phey Loc oheatauuts nb wlle Br e L0 laVe L0000 bie
kil b Llle protipdlag et the otuguny hud 00 woa leiBls
SOouls luve uoumvd w WiIRVATOd 1GLOTLETOAIY OO LY erb.

3. ortdtisbely, che Jensrel Lonuger 1s leus L147 liverdd,
I nderaod 1o udwgre, 017 of ¢ doveer ¥6/20/uwi of 20tk .uy
&0 . full rosort of sosjlulnts settlns oue the dirclouliles
nalie whw 9O0L a0y Lud Lad with the ,ulloe. colofield, Binulr,
bad wels hat ke ohougit the uler should <aow whab was ka o=
Gl (dave Le choushic whe muler wus, in fust, 4. momnt of
Tt de.ew OF uffeire) vold agrewd thet labould siov %0 ehe wler
OF ues sush OF Lhls IwOrt as I sev rit. Co reccd. v of ke
fov boleiPan under referonce, T went o hliiwad sald .. in
Viww OF Gou wtilcnio buing taien by the wnlon 0. lce, ke nd at
when o céconsluer the sutier. 0 ogresd chat thelv Wud eds &
cademss v I 00 Uelneing the Juuer wAth Lhe roots, was he sule
viese dee SHGULS 2ot e FUTTEOT @,.0vel OF the Londoa offlace
¥ SWVINEODC d0UChE bl MNe9eive i Wls s rowvel.  ccondincly,
bav b Baid not.dig 60 Lt uler wblout Lhe CORVE FsuLiGnd Lo Sus el
Mie fove wiid ofic 90. wny i0 loadon, 1 aus Lle wo2ive e Jdobue
of tow 410T1oulides riarlcuoed By GO 00u wny heru. ID4ied,
fes § 00 el wole 50 40 90, I nOould have Wwed oIy dirrioule
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1 sbould 18k you 10 kutw how very _rutefil
Shatlh Jablr s Chathd Sa’h Sofv T Lhe P it i D 8 e i Pt
tham L9 sot Pownd 1w Lootlend Yard aud also Lo iolble. et Mg
Collepe and Driving sobool at Besdin, Tieou Twd Ltedliie, i wiu
Sais Of the late Hulur of Kuait acd who, Gucle. Welr vlan't vioit
10 Lils coustry are our gusts, werv ruatly apemeed w1l Ll
Uhaty aer aad LIhlY ap reclative of U kudwes aad Gvmartin g
shomn 10 them Wy all ooucerted,

At oot luad Yard theay were partivulacly P -
With the solentifio mthods ubed FOr crimu Geteuiicy aud witl, [
Loctuical proficleccy required of the office™ Cocerrcd. | (TN
that thay were properly cowiaced that 16 Wale cowildy vl e/ imbe
Orlus dows mot ey although thay fomad 8 GifTiult 10 Walerobuwal
Lhut L police coald function offeatively Bithout variying sies!

The Polios Colloge at Hundon wee of o swlak luturuat
to theu aad Way were vary eteful 19 o s lubasdeit Biabatl Tus
showlog thas Ud slelon and swipe of L

and let hasd 08 Lw Yollvie Claes L swi,
Thay ware aleo greatly istervated 1o tholr vieil 10 the TV P
- ash rouwnd swd iveu & Guia &bliobics
sald et hw would wary vl 1L, o
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Pould you be Idad sacgh 10 comvey Lhall Ueits el
Ours L0 the Reccption Gfficer, L, aurt, Sid Oleie weaciued ot
Seotland (wrd, ©1a0 0 symriutacicat Uoulett F L.e sulive ~oilam
“ad CLivE leajentor dalisr of te Letviag cowol Tud tha toudle
tay towk W erplala the vork lalog dan?  Tie Sleilbls will i
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(24 11/14) PORCION OWICs, 3.v.1.
G PIDSITAL 15th o, beader,; 1490,

In reply to Oethin's telegruaa ios. 14 wnd 1435 of
the 0th Auguat oa the subject of the vialt of Shalkhs Jallr
wid Subah to this country, I thought you and Jcthin (to vhow
I e sending & o0y of t.is letter) uould like Lo have siws
wocount of what has been dme for thew

2. Mo found it dirffioult to avold wll ccatuot vith the .0
shalkho. Jor would it porhage have bean politic v« falr to
vieit on thoaa too sovere, the ains of [zzat Jalar. The
Shailkhs wire prosent at a lunoh to which Vurlongoe wes iavited
by Sall Bustanl, whics he knows pocecnully. [ attaided 4 toa
given by the Kuwait 01l Company. apart froa thoese catuul
weotings, housVer, we loft the going to tho Cou,wy. They ’
are woll awvare of Izzat's dofects but found it i1a.0ssibla

to 40 oth..wise thun wocdopt hiw es the 3halkha' insc,arable
gulde. Inecildmtally, paragrah 2 of Hay's letter Ko...56/2/%
of the 12th June to Oothin gives oowe reasscns why wu should
not wsie oo smuch of a martyr of Iszat.

3. Bofore recoipt of Oothin'o toligrame wo had ulivey’
arrenged for the C £0 tuso the Shuldshd Lo swoilaid

Yord wid jonden. “Yhese vioits twro wost guwwcessful. -0 uldo
caneldurwd ulethor the idea of uttoudlny « solice ¥rainia;
courae oggould be put «O0ross Lo tho jhalkhs. Jo doelle! Tiut thia
vad preature and that the aceds of Lnt.real sbvioualy sowa
ahould Lis4t be allowos %0 Aeveloy. The Shuluhe will no
doubt taelk to the wulor cn their retwn and, Lf wo thow ht fit,
ue 00uld tude the watter u, throush hiuw in dus ocour.e. There
are tvo Gifficulties however. ‘Yhe Hendon vleved='eo< CoUFres
1s {Nll.r lntengive and roquires a comCuitrution wid o
willingnoas to roll Up clocves wid get down to work wniuh

“ay rvyel thoue ruthor lusy yowlg wa. 4 Srvaber alrfloulty
13 tholir wor imowledie of sZnglish and this vould be
Losugorable witll toey hed taca: a course of los.Gid and

had plunty of ractice in convurvation. A0 wltomutive

weans of tuming to account the 3halkha' sijht of whut ia
involved in ,roger ,olice train Mdght be to use it to

scll to the kulor the 1dea of cu loylnr British yolice
officers. ue shall be glud to h-ur your visii o3 this

tmtlor hich wo also ,roo0ge to di.ima with Hay,

L4s  Tho 3halkhs @nd Izzat loft for Belrut vi. .uris w.d

Kkomo on 1Uth Jeoytaswber wed from Deirut, s0 fur .u o b,
they will go n to Kuvalt.

(T.E. Rogeru)

Cod, rolly, EoG., O.D. 4
benrain, = ’
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